
Homily for the feast of the Epiphany 2022 

 

In July of 1969 the American spacecraft Apollo 11 landed on the surface of the moon. The widely covered event was 

recognized as a stunning achievement around the world. The three astronauts launched into space became famous: 

Buzz Aldrin, Neal Armstrong and Michael Collins. Collins mused that the historic trip reminded him of one of the Old 

Testament Psalms, the eighth, and the words of the Hebrew poet, “When I consider the heavens, the work of Thy hands, 

the moon and stars which you have set in place, What is man that You are mindful of him?” 

Upon returning to earth, the three men went on a twenty-three nation tour. According to Aldrin, the most memorable 

of all their visits was at the Vatican. 

Pope Paul VI unveiled three magnificent porcelain statues of the three wise men (the Magi). He said that the three wise 

men were directed to the infant Christ by looking at the stars. 

 He added that the three astronauts also reached their destination by looking at the stars. 

The Evangelist Saint Matthew introduces his readers to the Magi. Who are the Magi? In all likelihood, they were 

stargazers, men of science and early astronomers/astrologers. Why did the Magi set off from afar to go to Bethlehem?  

They saw a star of such brilliance that it was clearly more beautiful than all the other stars. “ 

And seeing the star they rejoiced.(Mt. 2:10).”  

God intervened in an extraordinary way to lead the Magi to the Messiah. They found the sure road to God. 

The Magi represent the journeying of humanity to God. 

Bishop Robert Barron writes, “How wonderful that the sign of the King’s birth should be a star, something that can be 

seen by every nation and from every nation. 

And when they saw it they were willing to leave their country behind.” 

In the Middle Ages, the eleventh century, there was an ancient order of kings and princes of France who bore the figure 

of a star on their garments with the motto, “The stars show the kings the way”. 

In our celebrity culture, we idolize so-called “stars”: 

Prominent film actors are dubbed movie stars; 

Highly successful and wealthy athletes are superstars; and 

Up and coming politicians are referred to as future stars. 

Alas, it is only a matter of time when their “star” fades and eventually disappears. 

But there is no star more luminous than the Christ Child. This explains why so many of the artistic representations of 

Him have Him bathed in a glowing light. 

Christ is the light of the world.  

In his narrative, Matthew informs us that “on entering the house they saw the child with Mary his mother. (Mt.2:11)”. 

Pope Benedict suggests that going into the house represents the Church. In order to find the Savior, one has to enter the 

house, which is the Church. 

Like the wise men of old, we do homage to the Christ child, and we offer Him the gift of our witness. 

O come, let us adore Him! 


